he Athenian Mercury 


Turlbay, April 28. 1691. Do 


ueft. 1. Hether 4 tender Friend{bip between two Per- 
me W fonsof a different rte be innocent ? 

An{w. 1 look upon the groundlefs /ufpitions fo common 
in relation to matters of this nature, as bafe as they are 
wicked, and chiefly owing tothe vice and lewdnels of the 
Age, which makes fome perfons believe all the World as 
wicked asthemfelves. The Gentleman who propoles chis 
quettion feems of a far different CharaZer, and one who 
deferves that happinefs which he mentions; for whole 
fatisfaétion, or theirs who defire it, weafhrm, That uch 
aFriendfhipis not omy innocent, but commendable, and 
as advantagious as delightful. A ftri Unton of Souls, as 
bas been formerly aferted, is the Effence of Friendjhip. Sonls 
bave no Sexes, nov while thofe only are concerned - can any 
thing that’s criminal intrude. *Tis a Converfation truly 
Angelical, and has fo many charms in’t, that the Friend- 
fhips between man and man deferve not to be compared 
with it. The very Soulsof the fair Sex, as well as their 
Bodies, feem to have a /ofier wn than‘thole of Mea, 
while we reckon our feives Poffeflors of a more folid 
Judgment and ftronger Reafon, or rather may « . More 
Juftice pretend co greater Experience, and more acivanta- 
ges to improve our Minds; nor can any thing on Earth 
give a greater or purer Pleafure than communicating fuch 
knowledge to a capable Perfon, who if of another Sex, 
by the Charms of her Converfation inexprefhbly /weetens 
the pleafant Labous, and by the advantage of a fine Mind 
and good Genius often ftarts fuch Notions as the /afrudtor 
him(elf would otherwife never have thoughtof, All the 
fear is leaft the Friendfhip fhould in time degenerate, and 
the Body come in for a fhare with the Soul, as it did 
among, Boccalins Poetefes and Vertuofi's, which if it once 
does, Farewel Friendfbip, and moft of the Happinefs ari- 
fing from it. 

Queft. 2. Whether, fince Mermen and Mermaids bave more 
of the humane fhape than otber Fifbes, they may be thought to 
bave more Reafon ? 

Anfm, According to our promife in Numb, 8. we thall 
fhew you firft what may moft probably be thought of 
their Nature and Produition ; fome think ‘em not to be 
Creatures 45 initio, but Monfters got fince by unnatural 
Copulation ; fome think ’em to be very Devils from the 
ftrange Effeéts attributed to ’em; fome that when the 
Angels fell, thofe that light in the Sea were turned into 
Mermen > and fome, that the Devils begat them of Fifhes ; 
fome, that Fifhes, generating in the Deluge, and fecing 
drowned men, by ftrength of imagination got fomething 
like ’em. But we fee no realon but that they were crea- 
ted at firft amongft that infinite number of other Fifhes in 
the Sea, which bear fonie refemblance to the Creatures 
on Earth. Alexander ab Alexandro affirms he has known 
a Merman fteal a Woman Caufa conc which if truth, 
ftrengthens the Argument. Ferd es, Secretary 
to the Store-houfe of the Indian , he faw ayoun 
Merman come out of the Water to fteal fithes from the 
Fifhermen, and eat 'em. Olaus magnus fays many thin 
of ‘em, but his Credit is queftionable. Pbilofopb. Tr 
mentions a Merman taken in a River in Virginia with a 
Pyramidal Head and fith Tail. In our Englifh Chronicles 
‘tis affirmed a Man-fifh was taken in Suffolk, kept fix 
Months on fhore, and ftole again to Sea; but the moft 
authentick and particular Relation we mect with is in the 
Hiftory of the Netherlands, viz. The Dikes were broken 
near Campen by an Innundation in 1403. and when the In- 
undation returned, a Merwoman was left in Dermert Mere, 
and the Milkmaids who us‘d to crofs that Mere with Boats 
when they weat to milk, faw a humane Head above wa- 
ter, but believed their ‘ yesdeceived ‘em, till che repeated 
fight confirmed their affurance, whereupon they refolved 
one night to watch her, and faw that fas pos to a 
Seggy or flaggy place, where it was ebb and near the 


fide ; whereupon, early in the Morning they got a great 
many Poats together, and environed the place ih the form 
ofa half Moon, and difturbed her, but fhe attempting co 
get under the Boats, and finding her way ftopt up by 
ftaves and other things on purpofe faftned, began to 
flounce and make an hideous deafning Noife, and with 
her Hands and Tail funk a.Boat-or two, but at laft was 
tyredoucand taken; the Maids ufed her kindly , and 
cleanfed the Sea-Mofs and Shells ftom off her, and offered 
her Water, Fith, Milk, Bread, &e, which the refiied, but 
with good wage in adayor two, they got her to. eat 
and drink, though fhe endeavoured to ‘make her efCape 
againto Sea; her Hair wasleng and biack, her face hu- 
mane, her Teeth very ftrong, her Breafts and Belly to 
her Navel were perfect ; the lower , parts of her Body 
ended in a ftrong fifb Tatl. The Magiftrates of - Harlem 
commanded her to be fent to them, for thatthe Mere was 
in their Juri(igtion: When fhe was brought thither, fhe 
waS put into the Town-houfe, and had a Dame affigned 
tohertoteach her. She learnt to Spin and fhow Devosion 
at Prayer, the wou'd laugh, and when Women came into 
the Lown-houle to {pin with her for diverfion, fhe would 
lignihe by figns fhe knew their meaning in fome fort, 
though fhe could never be taught to fpeak. She would 
wear no Clothsin Summer 3 part ofher Hair was fillited 
up ina Dutch Drefs, and part hang’d ‘ong and Naturally. 
She would have her Tail in the Water, and according! 
had a Tub of Water under her Chair made on aecata 
for her, She eat Milk, Water, Bread, Butter and Fifth 
fhe lived thus out of her Eleinent Cexcept ber Tail) fifteen 
or fixteen years; Her Pigture was painted ona Board 
with Oyle, and hangs now in the Town-houle of Harlem, 
with a Subf{cription in Letters of Gold,. giving an Account 
when fhe was taken, how long fhe lived, and whee fhe 
died, and in what Church-yard fhe was buried. _ Their 
Annals mention her, and their Books have her Piéture; 
and cravelling Painters draw her Piéture by the Table. 
By the above mentioned Kelation. the Querift may be fa- 
tisfied that fhe exceeds all other. Creatures incunning and 
docility, that have ever yec been known, and probably 
by her burial might be reckoned in the Clagis of Ratioaals, 
by the’ Magiftrates who knew her Life, and fuffered a 
place in the Church-yard for her Jnerment. 

Queft. 3. Whether a Man that is surned out of bis Em- 
ploy, and exprfed 10 Necefity wish a Wife and Children, my 
not lawfully revenge bimjelf on bis Supplanter to regain bis 
Pelt, rather than juffer bimfelf, bis Wife and Children 10 
Starve? 

Anfw. The Enjoyment of any thing got ill is a greater 
Curfe than the want of the thing {o enjoyned, —* Tis notan 
Eftate can make me happy, but the good ule of it, and 
the happine(s confifts ( 1 mean all we can expeétin this 
World ), in sherefledions of vertuous Alions done, with the 
hopes of following Rewards. It is inconfiftent with the 
Nature of the Divine Effence to /anftifie an ill Afion to 
geod ents, and therefore has commanded we fhould do no 
Evil thas good may come of it ; and if God won‘t make us 
happy in an ill way, we cannge expeét the Creature fhould. 
We are forbid to kill withgut limitations or prefidents of 
this. Nature; he then that difobeys, forfeits his depent 
dance by aéting of himfelf; and he that will be indepen- 
dant, and run from the Providence of God, will find himfelf 
at a lols to {peed bettet elfewhere, or how to difpole of 
himfelf. ought t6 endeavour well, and leave the fuc- 
cels to who often redreffes our Miferices when we 
think they are moft defperate. “1 take great Pleafure 
“ ( fays the Author of Religio Bibliopole, page i7. ) fome- 
“ times tofind my felf entangled in Difficulties and Dan- 
“ pers, out of which I have no skill to extricate my felf, 
*¢§ never think my (elf fafer than in fuch a Labyrinth of 
“ chwartiog Events as no Clue of my own Reafon or Ex- 

“ perience 


tt perience tan lead me out. 


* che Divine Favour and + | 
« a Miracle of Prudence couk. . -¥e fe 
“of Affairs. The Queriftm 


Murder. 
ft. 4. What is Melancholy? —wbhat are the Symptoms, 
dCuret ? 
; aafe. This ion were fitter for a Profefs’d Phy. 


fcian than for fuch as pretend no more than ina fhort 


Effay to fatisfie the Curious: However, leaft the Gentle 


man who propofes it fhou’d, as Melancholly Perfons ufe 
todo, grow worfe if he’s not bumour'd, we'll give the 
beft defcription of the Difeafe we can find, and fo much 
of the Cure of it as may be expe&ed in a Paper of this 
Nature: Not then to tranfcribe all Barton, I know not 
but that Defcription of Melancholly which fome great 
Men give us may he full and fatisfa&tory : that ‘tis ~ A 


Wi ects Til allege 
Se wae 


‘Tis then § can be hearts 

& andtriumph, knowing my deliverance 1s near at 

* And trea” lyes the geo yn 1 a des red 

! Jemonftrative 

¢¢_ am thus particularly a ee below 

a junéture 

oft y -rtge this —a 
blickly, therefore has taken the turer way to be found 

cab if his Supplancer is killed, and he regains his poft by 
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ablolutely conclude for the Bote in a Cafes, and atleag 
venture toaffirm, that againft Horfe it feems to be a much 
better Weapon than the other. 

Queft. 6. If the Devil fhould take Louis le Grand, whee 
mould become of the French King ? 

Anfm, The French King loves louis Je Grand too well to 
forfake his Company. . 

Queft. 7. What isthe Philofophers Stone, and what its Ng. 
ture and Qualities ? 

Anfw, For the Re olution of this Queftion, {ce our 
Athenian Mercury, Numb. $. 

Queft. 8. Is the Light a Body? 

Anfw. Light is not a Body no more than Heat, both 
are Accidents to one Subftance, [mean the Sun, and if the 
Sua were not, there would be neither of them 5 if it be 
objeéted that we have Light when the Sun is under the 
Earth, and uncapable of giving !‘ght by means of the 
Earths interpofition betwixt it and us; we Anfwer, it is 
a miftake, for the Sun is then capable of giving light 
primarily, and by refleétion from the Earth upon the 
Moon and Stars, and theyas fecundary Caules lend thar 
light to us which they borrow fromthe Sun. 


Raving without Fever or Fury, with Fear and Sadne/s — 'cis 
feated in the brain and Heart—the difafte€tion of one 
makes Perfons rave, of the other renders‘em fad or fear- 
ful ; The Fancy is always bufie, for the moft part intent 


on one thing, anc the {das appear improper, diftorted 


and horrid : The Juices of the Body contratting an acid 


and corrofive difpofition, and thereby throwing all things 


out of Order —The Vital Spirits grow dull and languid, 
and the Blood little lefs than ftagnates about the Heart. 

The Effets thereof we may fee in Bedlam every day: 
They are as various asthe Freaks of the unguided Fan- 
cy, which are almoft infinite- Or as the particular Cau- 
fes thereof, Fealoufie, Superflition, Love, Dejpsir, and {i me- 
times even a fit of violent Paffionor Anger, which is 
one Degree beyond Melancholly, even a fhort Madnefs. All 
the Cure that belongs to usto prefcribe is Diverfion, which 
reaches both Cafes. If the Brain be difafteéted withdeep 
thinking on one particu'ar Objeét, ‘turn the ftream if 
poffible to fomething elfe, Flatter, bumour, or do what 
you can for the fame End~For Sadnefs, or a deep lump- 
ith temper, Fear is the beft Cure, which rouzes the mind, 
and if not carry’d too high, fetsthe lazy Spiritson work 
to throw offthe impending Evil, and thereby afhfts Na- 
ture in what elfe fhe has to do. For the Therapeutick 
part, the Colledge will prefcribe better , though {carce 
cheaper Remedies. 

Queft. 5. Wherber of the two is the more ferviceable Wea- 
pon, the Gun or the Bow ? 

Anfm. 1 confefs the Arguments of the Gentleman who 
propofes this Queftion, the Judgment of fome not con- 
temptible Writers, the Experience of former Ages, and 
perhaps as much asany, a natural fondnefs towards that 
ancient Weapen, by the help whereof our valiant Ance- 
ftors have won fo many famous Viétories, would incline 
rather to the latterthan the former. In effeét our Hifto- 
ries tell us that our Bowmen and Archers had generally the 
greateft fhare in our ancient Vittories, they being fome 
of the beft and ftrongeft in the World : That of Agin- 
court, wherein we fought with more than fix times our 
Nember, was almoft entirely owing to the Gray-goofe- 
Wing, it being a whole Body of Archers who let drive 
their whole flight together on the Flank of the French 
Horle, which got us the day. The Parthians alfo ‘tis 
true, feldom fought the Romans, but they gave ‘em 
enough on‘t, and their main Excellency and chief Strength 
were their Archers. ‘Tis further own‘d by all who un- 
derftand it, that one Archer fhall deliver fix Arrows ere 
a Mufqueteer can charge or difcharge : That a flight of Ar- 
rows in the Air area terrible thing, no part of the ad- 
verfe Army being fecure, but all expeéting where the 
deadly fhower will light. Agen, a Mufquet much oft- 
nes fails than a Bow; nor is a Bullet fo troublefome in 
the Body as an Arrow, nor appears half to terrible. To 
conclude, were it not that the World has generally dif- 
us‘d this way of fighting, who are feldom guilty for- 
getting the deff Metbods for deflroying one » we thould 


Avdhertifements. 


P Ontinue to fend yur New Queftions to Mr. Smith's 

Coffee-boufe in Stocks-market ‘iill the zoth of 
April, and no longer, for by that time we fhall have received 
Dueftians enough ( with what is already fent us ) to fill up our 
firft Volume, which as foon as printed , Publick Notice 
fhall be given, that fo all Curious inquirers may again fend 
in their New Queftions , but pray pay the Poftagep or they 
will not be taken in. 

We bear nothing more of our Aftrologer, but as foon as ever 
we do, the Reader mayexpell an Account of it. 

The two Queftions about the Marriage of Couzen Germans 
Shall be Anfwered next Saturday. 

We bave received this Week 44 Queflions in French ~ as 
alfo feveral Nice Queflions concerning Agues , Wifdem, Kent- 
ith-men, the Jrifh Maffacree, Wc. all which foall be An- 
fwered at or before the End of the Volume Likewife 
thofe 4 Queftions that bave given the Queri ( as be fays ) 
many forrowful hours, {hall {peedily be nfwered, and sve hope 
to bis full fatisfaFion. 

The feveral Nice and Curious Queftions fem us this aft 
Week by Mr. Tho. Brown and oxhers, fhali be Anfwered at 
the End of the Vollume. : 

The Gentleman that fent a Scheme from Cambridge, bas 
( we conceive ) miftaken bimfelf in making the Circles lefs in 
Number than the Squares, if be pleafeto let us know: by anotber 
Letter, we will endeavour 4 Solution. - 


_ *y* That nothing might be wanting to render our Athenian Pro- 
ject fervicea*'e te the Publick, and throsmpbly known,we fhall again give 
an Acccunt oy what we defign'd from our very firft e ing'in it 
-——which was not only to confine our felves to Anfwer all manner of 
Myre ag and other Queftions whatever that Shall be fent us, fit for a 
Refi (which fhali alfe be perform'd from Week to Weck either te 
fingle Numbers, or at the end of every Volume, for the Reafons bint- 
ed in Numb. 2.) but alfote give Accounts of moft Books tran{mitted 
oe pt eel gr elke yp » Order whereto we have fertied 
nce ea d 
sai gris - ng refolved to {pare no Charges se 
@ defign alfo to infert the TranfaBions and Experiments of feve- 
val Bnglith Virtuofo’s, and what ever elfe is CURIOUS that siee 
fent us from time to time, and to transcribe ( that fo we may the more 
fully make good le) fromthe AGta Eruditorum Lipfig, the 
Paris Journal de the Giornali de Letterati, Printed at 
Rome and the Uni {torical Bibliotheque, dec. all that we 
conceive will be lookt upon bere as valuable——_——A LL which we 
intend toadd( together with our Anfwers to Obje@ions \ at the end 
of ps SC a they being Licenfed and Enter‘d, and new Tranflating 
We fhall all along publish every Volume ( with a Preface and I 
te ) as ped a4 ever we have isctae Queftions enough to grap 
bing —_. . a, thefe Querifts that flay longeft for Anfwers may 


This Paper wil be Publifbt ewery Tuefday and Saturday, 


the Authors of it bavi j 
thofe two dayes. mg Obliged themfelves to be conflant te 


b elitall 
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